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5 TEST METHODOLOGY 

5.1 Applicable Limit Regulations 

ANSI C95.1–2005:IEEE Standard for Safety Levels with Respect to Human Exposure to Radio 

Frequency Electromagnetic Fields, 3 kHz to 300 GHz. 

 

It specifies the maximum exposure limit of 1.6 W/kg as averaged over any 1 gram of tissue for 

portable devices being used within 20 cm of the user in the uncontrolled environment. 

 

5.2 Applicable Measurement Standards 

IEEE 1528–2013: Recommended Practice for Determining the Peak Spatial-Average Specific 

Absorption Rate (SAR) in the Human Head from Wireless Communications Devices: Measurement 

Techniques. 

 

KDB447498 D01: General RF Exposure Guidance v06: Mobile and Portable Devices RF 

Exposure Procedures and Equipment Authorization Policies. 

 

KDB248227 D01 802.11 Wi-Fi SAR v02r02: SAR GUIDANCE FOR IEEE 802.11 (Wi-Fi) 

TRANSMITTERS 

 

KDB865664 D01SAR measurement 100 MHz to 6 GHz v01r04: SAR Measurement Requirements 

for 100 MHz to 6 GHz. 

 

KDB865664 D02RF Exposure Reporting v01r02: RF Exposure Compliance Reporting and 

Documentation Considerations 
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6 Specific Absorption Rate (SAR) 

6.1 Introduction 

SAR is related to the rate at which energy is absorbed per unit mass in an object exposed to a radio 

field. The SAR distribution in a biological body is complicated and is usually carried out by 

experimental techniques or numerical modeling. The standard recommends limits for two tiers of 

groups, occupational/controlled and general population/uncontrolled, based on a person’s 

awareness and ability to exercise control over his or her exposure. In general, 

occupational/controlled exposure limits are higher than the limits for general 

population/uncontrolled. 

 

6.2 SAR Definition 

The SAR definition is the time derivative (rate) of the incremental energy ( dW ) absorbed by 

(dissipated in) an incremental mass ( dm ) contained in a volume element ( dv ) of a given density 

( ) . The equation description is as below: 

( ) ( )
d dW d dW

SAR
dt dm dt dv

   

SAR is expressed in units of Watts per kilogram (W/kg) 

SAR measurement can be either related to the temperature elevation in tissue by 

( )
T

SAR c
t




  

Where: C is the specific head capacity, T is the temperature rise and t is the exposure duration, 

or related to the electrical field in the tissue by 

2
E

SAR



  

Where:  is the conductivity of the tissue,  is the mass density of tissue and E is the RMS 

electrical field strength. 

 

However for evaluating SAR of low power transmitter, electrical field measurement is typically 

applied. 
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7 Tissue Simulating Liquids 

7.1 Targets for tissue simulating liquid 

Table 7.1: Targets for tissue simulating liquid 

Frequency(MHz) Liquid Type Conductivity(σ) ± 5% Range Permittivity(ε) ± 5% Range 

2450 Head 1.80 1.71～1.89 39.2 37.2～41.2 

5300 Head 4.76 4.52～5.00 35.87 34.08～37.66 

5600 Head 5.07 4.82～5.32 35.53 33.75～37.31 

5800 Head 5.27 5.01～5.53 35.3 33.5～37.1 

 

7.2 Dielectric Performance 

Table 7.2: Dielectric Performance of Tissue Simulating Liquid 

Measurement Date 

(yyyy-mm-dd) 
Type Frequency 

Permittivity 

ε 

Drift 

(%) 

Conductivity 

σ (S/m) 

Drift 

(%) 

2017-12-1 

Head 2450 MHz 40.3 2.81  1.83 1.67  

Head 5300 MHz 35.4 -1.31  4.64 -2.52  

Head 5600 MHz 34.8 -2.05  4.95 -2.37  

Head 5800 MHz 34.5 -2.27  5.21 -1.14  

Note: The liquid temperature is 22.0oC 

 

 

Picture 7-1 Liquid depth in the face down Phantom  
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8 System verification 

8.1 System Setup 

In the simplified setup for system evaluation, the DUT is replaced by a calibrated dipole and the 

power source is replaced by a continuous wave that comes from a signal generator. The calibrated 

dipole must be placed beneath the flat phantom section of the SAM twin phantom with the correct 

distance holder. The distance holder should touch the phantom surface with a light pressure at the 

reference marking and be oriented parallel to the long side of the phantom. The equipment setup is 

shown below: 

 

Picture 8.1 System Setup for System Evaluation 

 

 

Picture 8.2 Photo of Dipole Setup 
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8.2 System Verification 

SAR system verification is required to confirm measurement accuracy, according to the tissue 

dielectric media, probe calibration points and other system operating parameters required for 

measuring the SAR of a test device. The system verification must be performed for each frequency 

band and within the valid range of each probe calibration point required for testing the device. 

 

 

Table 8.1: System Verification of Head 

Measurement 

Date 

(yyyy-mm-dd) 

1BFrequency 

Target value (W/kg) Measured value(W/kg) Deviation 

10 g 

Average 

1 g 

Average 

10 g 

Average 

1 g 

Average 

10 g 

Average 

1 g 

Average 

2017-12-1 

2450 MHz 24.7  52.2  25.5  53.6  3.16% 2.68% 

5300 MHz 24.0  83.8  23.8  81.8  -0.83% -2.39% 

5600 MHz 24.1  84.5  23.6  82.4  -2.07% -2.49% 

5800 MHz 22.9  80.9  22.4  79.2  -2.18% -2.10% 
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9 Measurement Procedures 

9.1 Tests to be performed 

In order to determine the highest value of the peak spatial-average SAR of a handset, all device 

positions, configurations and operational modes shall be tested for each frequency band according 

to steps 1 to 3 below. A flowchart of the test process is shown in picture 9.1. 

 

Step 1: The tests described in 9.2 shall be performed at the channel that is closest to the centre of 

the transmit frequency band ( cf ) for: 

a) all device positions (cheek and tilt, for both left and right sides of the SAM phantom, as described 

in annex D), 

b) all configurations for each device position in a), e.g., antenna extended and retracted, and 

c) all operational modes, e.g., analogue and digital, for each device position in a) and configuration 

in b) in each frequency band. 

If more than three frequencies need to be tested according to 11.1 (i.e., cN > 3), then all 

frequencies, configurations and modes shall be tested for all of the above test conditions. 

 

Step 2: For the condition providing highest peak spatial-average SAR determined in Step 1,perform 

all tests described in 9.2 at all other test frequencies, i.e., lowest and highest frequencies. In 

addition, for all other conditions (device position, configuration and operational mode) where the 

peak spatial-average SAR value determined in Step 1 is within3 dB of the applicable SAR limit, it is 

recommended that all other test frequencies shall be tested as well. 

 

Step 3: Examine all data to determine the highest value of the peak spatial-average SAR found in 

Steps 1 to 2. 
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Picture 9.1Block diagram of the tests to be performed 
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9.2 General Measurement Procedure 

The area and zoom scan resolutions specified in the table below must be applied to the SAR 

measurements and fully documented in SAR reports to qualify for TCB approval. Probe boundary 

effect error compensation is required for measurements with the probe tip closer than half a probe 

tip diameter to the phantom surface. Both the probe tip diameter and sensor offset distance must 

satisfy measurement protocols; to ensure probe boundary effect errors are minimized and the 

higher fields closest to the phantom surface can be correctly measured and extrapolated to the 

phantom surface for computing 1-g SAR. Tolerances of the post-processing algorithms must be 

verified by the test laboratory for the scan resolutions used in the SAR measurements, according to 

the reference distribution functions specified in IEEE Std 1528-2013. The results should be 

documented as part of the system validation records and may be requested to support test results 

when all the measurement parameters in the following table are not satisfied. 

 

  


